There are reviews of, amongst other things, virus-specific antigens in virus-induced tumours, tumour-distinctive histocompatibility antigens, primate tissue and leucocyte antigens and crossreactions between bacterial antigens and various mammalian tissue antigens, so important in rheumatic fever and glomerulonephritis. Altogether, this is a book for research workers but it is to be hoped that every library which can possibly afford it will buy it, in the hope that it will fall into the hands of a great many investigators: it cannot fail to stimulate them and there is every hope that it will help to raise the quality of research on cancer immunology from the abysmal level to which it has sunk at the moment. This book is a welcome sign of a revival. DAVID There are twenty-one papers by a series of authors, many of whom are world famous. The papers vary in their approach to individual subjects. Some represent an extensive review of material with only a limited amount of new work; this applies particularly to many of the papers of the American authors. In other chapters the work is to a considerable extent new, and this frequently applies to the writings of Japanese authors.
To those who wish to master the deeper intricacies of steroid dynamics the review chapters are of immense value. Extensive basic knowledge is necessary before several of the chapters can be understood. This is certainly true of the elaborate presentation by Tait & Horton on the production rates, secretion rates and interconversions of androstenedione and testosterone. This mathematical analysis serves to demonstrate the complexity of the androgen metabolism in males and females. It is reinforced by the largely review papers of Lipsett and his colleagues and that of Lieberman and Gurpide. However, one wonders to what extent the paper of Tait & Horton represents a final word, when one of their assumptions is directly contradicted by Ibayashi and his colleagues in their demonstration that an extensive synthesis of testosterone by the canine testis goes via dehydroepiandrosterone and A5 androstene, 3, 17 diol, thus by-passing 17-hydroxyprogesterone.
Protein binding of steroids is excellently reviewed and brought up to date in the papers of Sandberg et al. and Seal & Doe. It is also inevitably brought into the brief analysis of cortisol distribution by Samuels. The binding of cestrogens to proteins in follicular fluid by Takikwa is an example of the newer work in this volume and, in a way, serves as a link with the studies of receptor sites in target organs which take up cestrogens and facilitate tissue responses. This is clearly reported by Jensen et al.
Several chapters deal with the problems of the relation of the brain to steroid hormone metabolism but only a portion of this vast field can be covered and much research remains to be done.
In contrast to the work in the previous decades, a surprisingly small part of the book deals with urinary steroids. One paper which does is that on aldosterone by Luetscher et al., who have used computer techniques to analyse data on distribution and clearance. Even this is very much in tune with modern approaches in investigating the dynamics of steroid metabolism.
This book covers the vast range of steroid work related to adrenals and gonads. The amount of information in it is extremely great. Its value is enhanced not only by the authorities who present the work but also by the reports of the discussions which followed each presentation. It will be invaluable to the specialist but some chapters could be useful to the new explorer in the complex realm of steroid dynamics.
IVOR H MILLS

Ulcers of the Leg
Cause and Treatment by Charles V Menendez MD ppxiv+73 illustrated $5 50 Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas 1967 This poorly bound book contains 46 pages of text and 11 pages of figures. The first section is a brief review of the accepted causes of leg ulcers and stresses the importance of cedema and trauma. The author states that cedema and trauma are the common cause in hot climates, whereas in cold climates most leg ulcers are due to incompetent perforating veins secondary to deep vein thrombosis. It was most reassuring to read that routine phlebograms are of little value, being impractical, frequently uninformative and occasionally harmful.
The centre section is a colour atlas of 13 pages in which the figures are poorly reproduced and hardly worth the cost. The figures are not in numerical order and are therefore rather confusing. The final 29 pages describe the treatment of leg ulcers and are an account of the author's method as used in New Orleans in the successful treatment of 584 ulcers. The Etiology of the 652 original ulcers was: 416 due to oedema-trauma, 205 due to incompetent perforating veins, and 31 due to arterial ischaemia. The purpose of this book is to introduce the use of the plaster of paris cast. This technique requires at least forty-eight hours absolute bed-rest to remove all traces of aedema before application of the cast. During this time the ulcer is cleaned with soap and water and bacitracin ointment is applied. There is no convincing evidence that plaster of paris casts have any great advantage over properly applied cotton crepe compression bandages. It is interesting to read that oedema does not recur above and below a plaster of paris cylinder, whereas it invariably occurs when bandaging is incomplete. Surgical treatment of leg ulcers is dealt with on one page although the author supports skingrafting of certain ulcers and recommends stripping and excision of underlying veins. Sclerotherapy is not mentioned although there is ample evidence that adequate injection with compression may be preferable to surgery for treatment of venous incompetence in the lower leg, particularly when ulceration is present.
The only justification for this new book is the 12-page description of the plaster of paris cast technique, which could have been presented as a paper in a suitable journal. JOHN photographs of high quality. Its value as a review is reduced by the fact that, although completed by July 1966, it has not been published until 1968.
Great emphasis is placed on the necessity for the correlation of biochemical, ultrastructural and autoradiographic findings, but where the authors' own work includes such correlations there is only the most general description of the results. In common with most predominantly descriptive texts, this book is not easy to read and a knowledge of fairly specialized terminology is presupposed. There are many misprints and, while in general the text is comprehensible, there are some instances, e.g. p 82, para 2: 'These differences in the energy . . .', where the sense is obscure. There is a gradual deterioration of standards evident in the latter chapters; for example, the confusion in headings on pages 82 and 83 in the description of autoradiographic techniques, and the statement (p 64, para 2) that all patients studied, including those with Graves-Basedow disease, had normal tests of thyroid function.
The view of the authors that iodine deficiency is the main cause of goitre and thyroid carcinoma is emphatically stated, in contrast to other controversial issues which are stated reasonably without bias. This edict appears singularly out of place (p 35, para3 andp 36).
The administration of 0-8-1-0 mCi 131I to patients in order to obtain chromatographs is not commented on, nor is the possible existence of any changes in the ultrastructure following such a dose.
This book highlights the dilemma of the choice of the most satisfactory media for communication of information in rapidly growing fields of biological science. Nevertheless, it should be of interest to those working in the fields of thyroid physiology and pathology. London: Allen Lane The Peniguinz Press 1967 This little book is profusely illustrated with superb and authentic photographs, tracing foetal development from fertilization of the egg to delivery of the baby. The supporting text cleverly correlates phases of growth with the time scale of pregnancy and gives intelligible meaning to the medical principles of antenatal care.
The medical student will find here a progressive approach to the problems of embryology which sometimes eludes him; the book will also appeal to the modern, intelligent woman who wants to know what is happening inside as the months go by and the birth draws near. The explanations are sympathetic and over-sentimentality is avoided. The information given will fit in readily with any system of antenatal preparation for childbirth.
Finally, it is proper to re-emphasize that the illustrations are quite remarkable and thrilling to anyone interested in the anatomy of human reproduction.
DONALD FRASER Chemotherapy of Psychiatric Disorders by Peter Dally MB FRCP DPM pp viii + 156 42s London: Logos Press 1967 This book attempts to meet the need for a simple handbook on psychotropic drugs. It offers more practical guidance and detailed clinical discussion than are to be found in the relevant sections of general psychiatric textbooks. It includes only the necessary minimum of pharmacological and other basic scientific matter. Essential information about clinical effects, dosage, complications and
